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by Cheryl Sloan Wray,

MNothing shows the dramutic changes created by a redevelopment project like befone and
afier pictures.  You've seen them in home decorating magtarines mnd on television design
shows, These images capture dramatic makeovers that creaste 4 completely new space out of §
dilapidated one

The Hampton Place apanment community in Hoover i the perfect embodiment of o
belore and after picture. The chianges created by Hampeon Residential, & company that spe-
cialired in repositioning projects, are drstc and dromatic, The redevelopment was handled so
well that Hampion Place was recently recognized by the National Association of Hosme
Busibders with the “Best Multi-Family rehabilitation of the Year™ awand

The award is a presitigious one, especinlly since a recond number of entries were con-
siclered last year

Acconding o Hampton Residential's Bob Sposito, who works through the company
offices in Atlanta, the job at Hampton Place was really s joint ventune between several entities
While his compeny handled the redesign, several Birmangham companies played, and contin-
ue 1o play, important robes in the community's success.

The community was developed in a between iis general  contracion,
Birmingham's Hestoration Consubents (RCT), ond the investor, Sun America.  Lane
Companses is its management entity in Birmimgham,

“We couldn’t have done this job without our partnerships,” Sposito said

Sposito said the rehabititation of Hampeon Place i extraondinary, espeinlly if one has any
kowledpe of what the property was like befone. The old Southbrook apaniments, while in
excellent kocation on Loma Road, had fallen inko desnepadr,

Hampton Resadential viewed the v a5 o wonderful opportunity,  'With the high
mumber of new developments alneady aking place in Hoover, a company couldn't build anoth-
er new communily in the area, Another option was 10 rehabilitale an existing strsctun

“This wis an opportunity (o creabe o community in a greal location,” Sposito explained
“Whatt you have now s a Class A npartment community in o very sought after location, but one
that comes with & B+ rental price.”

Hampion Residential spent $2.3 million on total renovation costs, and atenton was paad
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to every detail. Changes included a new truss system, pitching of all the rmofs, a new clubhouse
mnil new mechanical systems,

The interiors wene overhuubed and the new apriments handly resemble the former ones
There are new plumbing fixures, new flooring, countertops with a faux granie ook, new
appliances and & designer orange peel finesh on the walls.

The community has o large one-bedroom unit with with 850 square feet; two-bedroom
units that mnge from 950 square feet up bo over |, 000 square feet, and some thiee bedroom
units that have os much as 1,475 square feet

Acconding to Sposite, rehabilitation of already existing communities is an imponang
trend today, There ane simply so many areas that already filled with new developmients: some
timies thee only way 10 proceed is 10 over haul existing structures. His company has done new
construction, but mow it ficuses on repositioning older structures and communizies,

For years, Sposito mainly worked in Atlanta.  However, murkets like Birmingham are
becoming good plices 1o redevelop

“Birmingham, and some of the other similar stoed markets, are now ai an coMmmR posil
whene we can de this kind of work,” he said.

Following its sucoess with Hampton Place, Hampton Residential set its sights on ancth
er redevelopment in the Hoover anen; that community is now avaitable 1o the public

The old Gireen Tree apartment community near the Riverchase Galleria has been rode
veloped into The Reserve at Hampton Place. Sposito said the changes there are even more da-
rruitic that at Hampton Place.

“When we received the awand for Hampton Place, | joked thal wie'd be back next year
fior owr work af The Reserve,” Sposito said. “It's really a drsmatic makeover.”

Changes at The Reserve include interior overhauls, a new clubbouse, garages for resi-
dents and a state-of -the-an fimess cenler. It is a very attractive site now,” Sposito said

A Tew units are still available at Hampon Place, and numeros unks are now available
o The Reserve





